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When Covid hit, the live drag scene was plummeted into the unknown. Drag queens around Australia were all of a 
sudden unemployed. The colour, the shows, the laughter taken away overnight, but as many industries had to pivot 
and try new things so too did the Queens of Australia. We speak with Charisma Belle, about life after Covid and what 
goes into making a queen so fabulous. 

Charisma is as beautiful on the inside as she appears in life. Charisma is an exceptional talent; a multi-award-winning show producer, 
trained dancer, makeup artist, chorographer, actress, host and business owner. She says it’s not unusual for drag queens to be 
multi-talented in different areas. “That’s just what it takes to build a career in the industry. It’s rare for a one trick pony to last as long 
as I have”. 

Covid hit hard for this star. Although she woke up one 
morning to find all her work was cancelled, like most 
queens, she got to work doing live shows from her 
dining room, now studio. “It was fun trying new things, 
working to an empty room with just you and a camera. 
It was strange at first but I got used to it. It’s made me 
want to try and do more TV work”. 

Cutting a long story short, Charisma says it was hard 
but, in many ways, it was a blessing in disguise. “I’ve 
had a dream for many years to create a sit down drag 
dinner theatre show. I wanted to create shows that were 
different to club performances. Drag is an incredible art 
form, and it doesn’t always get the credit it deserves. I’ve 
always wanted to showcase what drag queens can do. 
So, with the support of Universal, Sydney Drag Royalty 
and Gaymentertainment in Sydney, Premiere was born”.

A two hour drag spectacular, with beautiful food, drinks and most importantly a safe space for people to reconnect. “It really is a 
dream come true, being back on the stage in such a great environment”. The production isn’t just about drag queens getting back 
to work, it employs a family of lighting crew, service staff, managers, photographers and the list goes on. “That makes me feel so 
special, so many wonderful people benefit from this production”. Each Premiere season gets a theme, and It just keeps getting 
bigger with each new season. “I’m very excited to get back to work, and relaunch our Enchantment show, for anyone who didn’t 
get a chance to see it. Right now, I’m super excited because I am working on our new Christmas extravaganza. I just can’t wait to 
welcome every back”. The best part about Premiere is that it is true drag magic, and its bringing people from all over Sydney and, 
hopefully one day soon, from all over Australia and the world to Oxford Street. It’s showcasing Drag at its best and our audiences 
are so mixed. People are seeing drag for the first time. Gay boys are bringing their families in, and straight men are watching and 
loving what they see.   

Being the beautiful queen she is, Charisma also gives back to her community. “I have received so much love and support from 
my community, it’s important to return that love when I can”. She’s been lucky enough to co-host Bingay for many years with the 
fabulous Naomi Palmer. It’s a monthly ACON fundraiser that over its 20+ years has raised much needed funds for the organisation. 
“I just love the people who come to Bingay. They are not the usual club kids, so I get to know more people on a deeper level through 
hearing their amazing stories. The Bingay family is like no other. We are all there for a common goal, but it’s done with laughter and 
positivity”.

This year Charisma is an ambassador for giveOUT Australia. “I have worked for many charities over the years but hadn’t really heard 
about giveOUT Australia. When I found out the amazing work they do, how could I not do whatever I can to help”. giveOUT is a 
national day of giving to LGBTIQ+ projects and not for profits. Anything I can do to share the love I will”. 

I’m so excited for the future, I have missed my community and being up on the stage doing what I do best. I simply can’t wait to 
welcome everyone back with open arms. My Instagram is www.instagram.com/Charismabelle For booking and Inquiries please 
contact info@sydneydragroyalty.com.au 
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